,   PREFACE
This volume shows Gandhiji being slowly drawn out of his
self-imposed retirement from active politics since the beginning of
1926. It covers the four months July to October, 1928, during
which important developments in the political field were pre-
paring the ground for a renewed struggle with the British Govern-
ment under Gandhiji's leadership. He watched with goodwill,
but some scepticism, the efforts of political leaders to forge a unit-
ed front in the face of the challenge of the Statutory Commission
appointed in complete disregard of national opinion. But he was
more concerned with creating a sanction for the nation's demand
and, therefore, took greater interest in the Bardoli Satyagraha
begun in the preceding April and also set about fitting the
Ashram for a proper role in the national struggle. The work im-
posed considerable strain on him, (vide "Letter to B. G. Horniman",
pp. 375-6) but the labour seemed worth while. Writing to
Motilal Nehru after the successful outcome of the Bardoli cam-
paign, he said: "I have more than enough work for me in the
Ashram; I do not know whether you are aware that Bardoli was
possible because the Ashram was in existence. ... If I could but
make of the Ashram what I want, I should be ready to give
battle on an extensive scale" (p. 194).
If satyagraha provided the sanction for the demand of the
constitutionalists, satyagraha itself derived its superhuman strength
from the austerities and constructive work performed in the
Ashram and made possible not only the Bardoli Satyagraha but
the Dandi March and the Salt Raids two years later.
It was on August 6, during Gandhiji's brief stay at Bardoli,
that .the peasant satyagraha, led with equal brilliance and bold-
ness by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, ended in a settlement. While
this campaign laid the foundation of c'organic" or substantial
swaraj, the Nehru Report, which was endorsed by the All-Parties
Conference at Lucknow at the end of August, paved the way for
constitutional or formal self-government. This relationship bet-
ween the two kinds of swaraj provides a recurrent political theme in
the volume. In a message dated August 28 to tie Indian National
Herald Gandhiji declares: "The way to constitutional swaraj may
lie through Lucknow, the way to organic swaraj, which is synony-
mous with Ramarajya, lies through Bardoli" (p. 212), a sentiment
which he repeats in a Navajivan article (p. 249).